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UK Entry Guide for US Passport Holders
One-semester programs (six months or less)

This guide is for US passport holders joining us for a single semester (six months or less). It covers exactly what you need to enter the UK — most US students in this situation do not need a visa but do need an Electronic Travel Authorization (ETA). Read it in full to comply with UK immigration requirements.

Last reviewed: August 6 Prepared by: [ASA Program Manager Juliana Lindsey]
1. Do You Need a Visa?
You may require a Standard Visitor Visa or Electronic Travel Authorization to travel to the UK in order to study for a period of six months or less. This will depend on your nationality.
Visa National
If you are classified as a ‘Visa National’, you will need to apply in advance for a Standard Visitor Visa before traveling to the UK. To find out if you are a Visa National, please consult this list published by the UK Home Office, or complete this short online questionnaire.

Non-Visa National 
As a US passport holder, you are classified as a 'Non-Visa National.' This means you do not need a visa to enter the country. However, you will require an Electronic Travel Authorization.
NOTE: You should still carefully check what you need yourself and research the cost, requirements, and timescales at the UK government's official website, gov.uk/check-uk-visa. We will automatically send you the relevant documentation for UK entry requirements and/or Standard Visitor Visa. 
2. Electronic Travel Authorization (ETA)
All Non-Visa Nationals travelling to the UK without a visa must obtain an Electronic Travel Authorization. You can find out if your nationality requires an ETA, and apply, at the UK government's official website: https://www.gov.uk/eta. 
· Cost: costs £20 per traveler when you apply, via the UK ETA app (recommended) or gov.uk.
· Validity: lasts up to 2 years, or until your passport expires, whichever comes first, and covers multiple visits of up to 6 months each.
· Timing: apply before you book your flight if possible. Decisions are usually returned within a several days but allow more time in case of delay.
NOTE: If you need help understanding the ETA process, refer to the UK government's official website or contact Academic Studies Abroad (ASA) 
3. Financial Requirement
You could be asked to prove you have covered your program costs and, that you have a fixed monthly living allowance, held for a continuous 28-day period ending no more than 31 days before your arrival. ASA will provide letters for your proof of tuition and enrollment. 
	Requirement
	Amount (per month, up to 9 months)

	Studying in London
	£1,529 / month

	Studying outside London
	£1,171 / month



· Funds must be held in your own account, or a parent's/legal guardian's account with a letter confirming the relationship and their consent.
· Print two recent bank statements (yours or your parents') showing a minimum of £1,529 or £1,171 for each month of your stay. Pack these with your ASA provided letters.
· Round up partial months – if staying 3.5 months must show 4 months
4. Using the eGates
If you hold a biometric passport (marked with the biometric symbol) from any of the countries listed below, you can use the automatic eGates to enter the UK:
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	· EU/EEA
· Australia
· Canada
· Japan
· New Zealand
	· Singapore
· South Korea
· Switzerland
· United States


You should carry your UK host university offer letter and ASA UK Immigration letter with you when you travel in case you are asked to speak to a border agent as part of a random check or if you have a technical problem with the eGates.
Once you have arrived at your host UK university, they may ask to see a copy of your passport and boarding pass as proof of entry to the UK, to complete your enrolment.
4. If You Are Not Eligible to Use the eGates
If you are a Non-Visa National who is not eligible to use the eGates, you will be directed to speak to a border agent upon arrival in the UK. Tell them you are here to study for a period of less than six months and have your UK host university offer letter ready to present if they request it.
5. Travel Tips
Due to the unique border and travel arrangements between the UK and the Republic of Ireland, we recommend that students do not book a flight to the UK that connects in the Republic of Ireland. Doing so may mean you have to leave the UK during your studies and re-enter to obtain the correct entry documentation.
6. Documents to Carry & What You Cannot Do
· Passport, valid for the length of your stay
· Approved ETA (linked electronically to your passport — no printout needed, but keep a digital copy)
· UK host university offer letter
· ASA UK Immigration letter 
· Proof of finances in the format of bank statements. The recommended amount is £1,529 / month for London programs and £1,171 / month for programs outside of London). If it’s 3.5 months, round up to 4 months. 
NOTE: You cannot work or hold an internship while residing in the UK as a visitor. This restriction applies to both Visa and Non-Visa Nationals.
7. Extending Beyond One Semester
Please be aware that if you plan to study in the UK for longer than six months, you must obtain a Student Visa before traveling to the UK. Please contact ASA for details about the application process.
8. Questions & Resources
	Resource
	Use it for

	UK government official website
	https://www.gov.uk/check-uk-visa— confirm what you personally need

	UK ETA application
	https://www.gov.uk/eta - apply for ETA using this link

	UK Host University
	Will help validate your immigration status in the UK after arrival. See contact information provided in your ASA Site Specific Guide 

	ASA Program Manager
	Support to complete UK entry one semester guidelines 


This guide is provided by Academic Studies Abroad for informational purposes and does not constitute immigration advice. Entry requirements can change; always confirm current rules at gov.uk before you travel.
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