
 

STUDENT VISA GUIDE FOR CHILE 
If you have a U.S. passport and you plan to study in Chile for more than 90 days (e.g., 
a Semester) you MUST apply for a “Residencia Temporal” (Temporary Residence 
Permit for Studies) BEFORE departure 

 
 
The Residencia Temporal is a processed digitally through the Servicio Nacional de 
Migraciones (🔗SERMIG) 

 

⏱️ Quick Facts 

●​ When to Apply: Ideally 3 months before departure. 
●​ FBI Background Check: REQUIRED and must be Apostilled. 
●​ Processing Time: 8–12 weeks. 
●​ Cost: Approximately $160-$250  

 

 

Visa Documentation Checklist for Chile 
 

📋 REQUIRED DOCUMENTS 

1) Documents You Must Gather 🧑‍🎓 

●​ ✅ Valid Passport: Digital PDF scan of the personal information pages. Must be 
valid for at least one year from the application date. 

●​ ✅ Proof of Financial Means: To demonstrate you can support yourself during 
your stay, you must provide: 

 

https://serviciomigraciones.cl/en/residencia-temporal-permit/subcategories/students/


 
○​ Bank Statements: Copies of the last three (3) months of statements 

(these can be your own or from a parent/guardian), they must be 
combined into a single PDF file. 

●​ ✅ FBI Background Check:  Issued within 60-days of your application date. 
Processing may take 4–6 weeks. 

○​ ✅ Apostille Requirement: Your FBI check must be Apostilled to be valid 
in Chile. 

●​ ✅ Passport Photo: High-resolution digital photo, white background, recently 
taken. JPG or PNG format. 

2) Documents ASA Will Provide 

These will be sent to you via email a few weeks after you have been accepted: 

●​ 📩 Universidad Viña del Mar Acceptance Letter: Official letter from your host 

university in Chile. 
●​ 📩 ASA Accommodation & Tuition Letter: As a complement to “proof of 

financial means”. This letter confirms that your housing and tuition costs are 
fully covered by the program. 

●​ 📩 CISI Medical Insurance card: Proof of medical coverage meeting Chilean 
requirements. 

○​ Note: These documents must be uploaded within 30 days of issuance. 

💡 NOTE: All documents must be in PDF format (max 2MB per file), except for your 
passport photo (JPG/PNG). 

 



 
 

LET’S GET STARTED: STEP-BY-STEP! 

1.  Access the Portal 👉 Go to 
SERMIG Portal and click on 
“Residencia Temporal en el 
extranjero”  

 

2. Click on 👉 “Ir al Trámite”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 3. 👉 Create an account  

 

  

 

 

 

https://tramites.extranjeria.gob.cl/
https://tramites.extranjeria.gob.cl/


 
 Change the language to english if 
necessary 

4. 👉 User registration. Complete the 
registration form. Ensure your personal data 
and email address are accurate! . Click on 
“Crear cuenta”  

Enter your birthdate in Day/Month/Year 
format. 

Click on the “no soy robot CAPTCHA” and on 
“Crear cuenta” 

💡 Create a password you can easily 
remember! 

 

 

5. Email 
Verification 
👉 Check 
your inbox 
(and spam!) 
Click on 
“Validar mi 
correo ” to 
verify your 
account. 

 

 

 



 

 

 6.  👉 Log in. Use the 
credentials created on step 
3) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

You'll know you're 
logged into your 
account when you see 
your name appears in 
the top-right corner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Important 

●​ This online portal is the only official method to request your Temporary 
Residency Permit for Studies. 

●​ All documentation must be submitted in either English or Spanish. Any 
documents issued in other languages must be translated. 

●​ All uploads must be in PDF format and cannot exceed a maximum file size of 
2MB per upload. If a requirement consists of multiple pages, you must merge 
them into a single PDF file for that specific field. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
7 .  👉Complete the Personal Information Form (image below) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
8. “Actividad y nivel educacional” 👉 complete as shown below: 

 

 



 
9 . 👉Upload required documents in PDF format 

 

 

 

10. 👉Check your inbox for an 
email from SERMIG and click 
on the link to continue… 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 
11. 👉Check the correct box and Click 👉 “Siguiente” 
 

 
Select 👉 “Titutar” and then click “Siguiente” 

 
 

12. 👉Select your type of Temporary Residence as indicated below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
13. 👉Upload the documents required and click “Siguiente” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
14. 👉Review the application. Select “No” for group application,  and then click 
“Siguiente” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 
15.💳 Payment & Final Submission (image below) 

IMPORTANT: Clicking the "Siguiente" button will redirect you to the payment platform. 

●​ U.S. Passport Holders: You are NOT exempt from this fee. You must complete 
the payment to move forward. 

●​ Some nationalities may be exempt due to reciprocity agreements. 

🚨 DO NOT STOP AFTER PAYMENT! After payment, you must return to the portal and 
click “Enviar solicitud.” 
Your application is not complete until you receive a confirmation email. 

 

 

 

 

⚠️Click on "Finalizar". This will bridge you to the Payment Process. Please do not close 
your browser until you have completed the payment: 

 

 

 

 

 



 
👉For the next few steps, simply click “Siguiente” to advance to the next section of 
the form. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Next, if you are a U.S. passport holder or from a country that must pay the fee for the 
Temporary Residence Permit you will continue with the payment process (images 
on the next page). 
💡 NOTE: Visa Fees are subject to change and vary according to your citizenship 
and existing international agreements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

👉You will be 
directed to a 
secure payment 
portal to pay with 
a credit card. ​
While we don't 
show those specific 
screens here for 
privacy and 
security, simply 
follow the standard 
checkout prompts 
to finalize your fee. 
 
Once your payment is successfully processed, a confirmation screen will appear. 
👉Please take a screenshot of this page for your records! 

 
 
 

 



 
16. 👉Final Step: To officially send your request to the Chilean Consulate, click 'Enviar 
solicitud'. You will receive an email confirmation once the submission is successful. 
 

 
 
17.👉Check your application status 
Log into your SERMIG account and monitor “Estado” (see below). We recommend 
checking frequently  to ensure no additional documentation has been requested. 

 

 

 

 

https://tramites.extranjeria.gob.cl/login?redirect=https://tramites.extranjeria.gob.cl/tramites/estado


 

📬 Post-Submission: What to Expect 

Confirmation Email: You will receive an automated message (right image below) 
with an attached PDF (left image below) confirming that your application has been 
submitted. ​
Download, save and print the attached document! It is your official Submission 
Confirmation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

⚠️ IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

●​ Timeline: ASA will email your required documents some weeks after 
acceptance into the program. In the meantime, you can work on getting the 
documents you need to gather on your own. 

●​ When to Apply: At least 90 days before departure. 
●​ Format: All documents must be uploaded in PDF format, with a maximum file 

size of 2MB per document. Multiple files for one category (e.g., several pages 
of bank statements), must be merged into a single PDF file for that specific 
field. 

●​ FBI Background Check must be Apostilled.  This can take several weeks, so 
start as soon as you're accepted to the program! 

●​ PDI Card: When you enter Chile, the PDI (Police) will give you a small thermal 
paper receipt (the Tarjeta de Turismo). DO NOT LOSE THIS. Take a photo of it 
immediately. You will need to present it again when you leave the country. 

●​ Spam Alert: Monitor your spam/junk folder regularly.  Communications from 
the Chilean Servicio de Migraciones are automated and frequently land in 
Spam/Junk folders.   

●​ Stay Informed: Verify requirements at the SERMIG Digital Tramites Portal. 
●​ Upload your visa to your Embark account. 

Traveling Without Your Visa? If your Residencia Temporal has not been approved 
before your flight to Chile, do not panic! You can still enter Chile by presenting your 
official Submission Confirmation (Comprobante de Envío) to the immigration 
officer. This document serves as your temporary legal "bridge" until your permit is 
ready. 

 

https://serviciomigraciones.cl/en/residencia-temporal-permit/
https://academicstudies.com/apply


 

DOCUMENTATION RECAP 

Documents YOU Must Gather Documents ASA Will Provide (Sent via 
Email) 

✅ Valid Passport (one year from the 
application date) 

📩 UVM Acceptance Letter 

✅ Passport Photos (Two 4x4cm, 
white bg) 

📩 ASA Accommodation & Tuition Letter 

✅ Bank Statements (Last 3 months) 📩 CISI Medical Insurance Card 

✅ Criminal Records Check. This must  
be Apostilled 

 

 
© 2026 Academic Studies Abroad (ASA) 72 River Park Street, Suite 104, Needham Heights, MA 02494 
Email: Hello@academicstudies.com | Phone: 617-327-9388​

Contact us 
www.academicstudies.com 

 
Note: Immigration regulations and associated fees are subject to change without prior 
notice by the Chilean government. While ASA provides guidance and necessary academic 
documentation, ASA is not responsible for policy changes or processing delays. ​
It is the student’s responsibility to stay informed via the SERMIG Digital Tramites Portal and 
comply with all Visa requirements. 

 

 

 

https://academicstudies.com/contact-us
https://academicstudies.com/
https://tramites.serviciomigraciones.cl/
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