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The purpose of this course is cross-disciplinary and strives to understand the structure, form and
arguments of some contemporary and critical ideas, the paradigms they represent, and how they
relate to the present world order and in some cases, how they envision its fall. The question of
justice within social, economic and political spheres in the international system are at the center
of these arguments, but these spheres are not isolated from other spheres such as history, identity
and pedagogy especially when seen from the locality of Latin America.

After approximately 25 years of neoliberal domination, critical ideas are beginning to reappear in
mainstream literature. The purpose of this course is cross-disciplinary and strives to understand
the structure, form and arguments of some contemporary and critical ideas, the paradigms they
represent, and how they relate to the present world order and in some cases, how they envision its
fall. The question of justice within social, economic and political spheres in the international
system are at the center of these arguments, but these spheres are notisolated from other spheres
such as history, identity and pedagogy especially when seen from the locality of Latin America.

This course will present to students the theories, models, concepts and arguments that question
the present world order in all its forms, judicial, economic, historical, political etc. As such the
course will foment the capacity of the students to reflexively and critically engage with present
doctrine and power in order to see possible alternatives.

The structure of the course will revolve around group and class discussions of the different
readings based on students as well as teacher presentation of the texts in class. As such it will
require the active participation of the students in class based on their critical evaluations of the

texts read. Texts will be the main source but will at time be complimented by documentaries and
other audio-visual material. The students will be required to present some of the texts in class as
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well as write a final research paper of a topic of their choice in accordance with the class material
presented.
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