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Besides the obvious political associations of left and right, why is it that most people tend to
associate only certain types of expressions with Latin American culture and tradition, like dancing,
music, poetry and literature? This course will strive to inform you about the less known but equally
interesting and more rational based forms of intellectual culture within Latin America in a
contemporary perspective. It will focus on the side of these traditions that reflect towards their own
Latin American circumstance offering a generally critical perspective. The course has a cross-
disciplinary approach and will offer readings from a variety of topics, such as identity, racism,
history, economics, pedagogy and philosophy.

From the basic reading materials of this course and the discussion and explication of these texts in
class the student will, beyond just being able to memorize facts and content, be able to
comprehend the most important ideas and problems behind the identity and subaltern tradition in
contemporary Latin American history of ideas. The presentations by the students of course
material, will give the student the ability to analyze the components of as well as summarize the key
formation of ideas within texts. The discussions in class will also enhance the students ability to
compare different identity and subaltern problems as well as their solutions to each other within
the tradition. By structuring the papers with respect to a formulated hypothesis, the students will
not only enhance their abilities to organize and break down learned information, but also to
evaluate and argue with respect to a hypothesis defined by themselves. The papers as well as the
class discussions will also allow for the possibility of students learning to apply and compare the
content of the course to their prior knowledge. Furthermore the students will learn how to apply,
relate as well as evaluate the course content with respect to their new intercultural knowledge
acquired with respect to their everyday experiences living in Chile.

The structure of the course will revolve around the presentations of the texts in class by the students
and the deepening of this understanding both through lectures by the teacher as well as class
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discussions on topics directly from the texts as well as topics in relation to the texts but which are
essential for a better comprehension. For this reason the classes require active student
participation.

To compliment this class structure we will try to invite people who are internal to this tradition to
class, use different media types in class discussions, as well as try to arrange an excursion to
participate in a seminar or conference organized by the tradition in question.

The Papers will concentrate on the practice of analysis and synthesis of the texts as well as the
development of hypothesis in relation to the text thematic, based on argumentation and evidence.
There will be a personal evaluation of each student performance with respect.
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