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This course explores the complex reality that the Region has had to encounter and deal in regards
to Human Rights. Latin America has been for periods of time a part of the globe where Human Rights
were violated with the express purpose of exterminating an ideology or groups of peoples. This
course is divided into three units. Each explores a diversity in the impact of sociopolitical activity in
the Region which used violence to exert political power in order to implement an agenda that is
aligned with economic and political interest of a conservative dominant class with the help of
United States multinationals and Government. How that reality becomes mute in the advent of the
late 20th Century and now in the 21st Century.

o Develop the know-how in concepts of human rights as a central element in the
construction of society of inclusion and diversity.

o Know the impact of political decisions by the dominant class and its allies in the use of
violence to impose its political expedient agenda.

o |deologies behind the extermination and annihilation of political opponents

e Understand the concepts behind National Security Policies, Cold War, Political
Intervention, Development of Rights based societies.

¢ How human rights become front and central in the enshrinement of democratic principles
of diversity in society.

e Comprehend the sociopolitical reality of the Region after the advent of enshrinement of
the Human Rights Convention in 1949.

e Understand the impact of the Cold War and United States intervention in conjunction with
local elites to repress others who professed democratic ideals.

e Theworld impact the September 11, 1973 Military Coup in Chile had in unveiling the
global struggle for human rights.

e How inthe 21st Century human rights is fundamental in incorporating the other into the
sociopolitical mainstream of society; this includes marginalize groups because of race,
ethnicity, language, gender, sexual orientation.
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First Unit discusses the introduction of Human Rights in the world as an emerging policy construct
that is at the centre of the World post World War Il. We examine the reality of the Region from the
Cold War perspective and its impact in the Region as a whole. Look at political realities and impact
of foreign intervention in Latin America.

Second Unit explores Chile, from 1973 to 2000. This unit examines Chile under the military
dictatorship of General Augusto Pinochet following the overthrow of Socialist President Salvador
Allende. The unit concludes with the ending of the Dictatorship and its return to democratic rule
and how Human Rights become front and centre in Chilean political life.

Third Unit explores the realities in the region in the 21St Century and the challenge to meet human
rights obligations, expanding demands from civil society to incorporate rights which include: native,
reproductive, LGBTI+, racial diversity, fourth generation human rights.

TEACHING AND EVALUATION METHODOLOGIES

Readings:

The readings for this course are designed to be manageable. This is because we will be discussing
each assigned text in detail during class. | therefore expect that you carefully read all assignments
for each session. Readings may evolve during the course of the semester.

Leading Discussion:

Each student will be responsible for comply with assigned readings. Your responsibility is to read
the text very carefully and to understand and develop critical thinking on topics discussed. Your
goal is for your classmates to understand the argumentative strategy employed in the text as well
as possible, and to start debating how persuasive they find it.

Evaluation:
Test 1: 20%
Test2: 20%
Test 3: Essay - Presentation: 30% Exam: 30%

BASIC BIBLIOGRAPHY

Allreadings are complemented by diverse materials to be presented in class.

1. Adler, David; Chile is Updating its Constitution. The US Should Follow its Lead; The
Guardian Newspaper; Issue July 28, 2022: Site Visited August 6, 2022:
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/jul/28/chile-updating-constitution-
us- should-follow

2. Amnesty International: Annual Report 1973-1974; Amnesty International; London, UK;
1974

3. Amnesty International; 2019 Annual Report; London, UK; 2019

4. Esparza, Marcia; Huttenbach, Henry R.; Feierstein, Daniel; State Violence and Genocide in
Latin America: The Cold War Years; Routledge, London UK; 2010
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Material to be used as research resource, knowledge and study. Websites visited on August 2 and
3,2022.
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Fraser, Nancy; Fortunes of Feminism; Verso Books; London UK; 2013

Harvey, David; A Brief History of Neoliberalism; Oxford University Press, Oxford, England,
2005

Heideman, Paul; The Third Way Is the Past. Socialism Is the Future; Jacobin Magazine;
Issue January 19, 2020: Site Visited August 6, 2022: https://jacobin.com/2020/01/third-
way-democratic-socialism-tony-blair-bill-clinton-uk

Hitchens, Christopher; The Trial of henry Kissinger; Verso Publisher; London, UK; 2002
Kelly, Patrick William; Sovereign Emergencies: Latin America and the Making of Global
Rights Politics; Cambridge University Press; Cambridge UK; 2018

Kirkendall, Andrew J.; Liberal Democrats and Cold War Latin America; University of North
Carolina Press, Chapel Hill NC; 2022

Klein, Naomi; Shock Doctrine: The Rise of Disaster Capitalism; Metropolitan Books, New
York, 2007

McSherry, J. Patrice; Operation Condor and Covert War in Latin America; Rowman &
Littlefield Publishers; Oxford, UK; 2005

McSherry; J. Patrice; Is This the Year of Structural Change in Chile; Jacobin Magazine; Issue
June 18, 2021; Site Visited August 6, 2022: https://www.jacobinmag.com/2021/06/chile-
constitutional-convention-pinochet-neoliberalism

Newman, Otto; De Zoysa, Richard; The Promise of the Third Way; Palgrave MacMillan, New
York, 2001

Rabe, Stephen G.; Kissinger and Latin America; Cornell University Press, Ithaca, New York;
2020

Whyte, Jessica; “Chile Reborn”/ Overturning Chile’s neoliberal constitution - ABC Religion
& Ethics; Site Visited August 6, 2022: https://www.abc.net.au/religion/jessica- whyte-can-
chile-break-free-of-its-neoliberal-constituti/12821006

17.Wright, Thomas C.; State Terrorism in Latin America: Chile and Argentina and
International Human Rights; Rowman & Littlefield Publishers; Oxford, UK; 2007

Magna Carta 1215:

https://www.bl.uk/magna-carta

Bill of Rights 1689 England and Wales:

https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-
heritage/evolutionofparliament/parliamentaryauthority/revolution/collections1/collectio
ns -glorious-revolution/billofrights/ https://www.history.com/topics/british-
history/english-bill-of-rights

US Declaration of Independence 1776:
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript

Bill of Rights 1789 12 Amendments to Constitution:
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/bill-of-rights-transcript

Declaration of Rights and Man 1789:
https://www.elysee.fr/en/french-presidency/the-declaration-of-the-rights-of-man-and-
of-the-citizen

https://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/rightsof.asp

Universal Declaration of Human Rights:
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights



https://jacobin.com/2020/01/third-way-democratic-socialism-tony-blair-bill-clinton-uk
https://jacobin.com/2020/01/third-way-democratic-socialism-tony-blair-bill-clinton-uk
https://www.jacobinmag.com/2021/06/chile-constitutional-convention-pinochet-neoliberalism
https://www.jacobinmag.com/2021/06/chile-constitutional-convention-pinochet-neoliberalism
https://www.abc.net.au/religion/jessica-%20whyte-can-chile-break-free-of-its-neoliberal-constituti/12821006
https://www.abc.net.au/religion/jessica-%20whyte-can-chile-break-free-of-its-neoliberal-constituti/12821006
https://www.bl.uk/magna-carta
https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-%20heritage/evolutionofparliament/parliamentaryauthority/revolution/collections1/collections%20-glorious-revolution/billofrights/
https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-%20heritage/evolutionofparliament/parliamentaryauthority/revolution/collections1/collections%20-glorious-revolution/billofrights/
https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-%20heritage/evolutionofparliament/parliamentaryauthority/revolution/collections1/collections%20-glorious-revolution/billofrights/
https://www.history.com/topics/british-history/english-bill-of-rights
https://www.history.com/topics/british-history/english-bill-of-rights
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/bill-of-rights-transcript
https://www.elysee.fr/en/french-presidency/the-declaration-of-the-rights-of-man-and-of-the-citizen
https://www.elysee.fr/en/french-presidency/the-declaration-of-the-rights-of-man-and-of-the-citizen
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/rightsof.asp
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights
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International Rights Organizations:

International Court of Justice: https://www.icj-cij.org/en

UNHCR: https://www.unhcr.org

International Criminal Court: https://www.icc-cpi.int

UNOHCHR: https://www.ohchr.org/en/ohchr_homepage

InterAmerican Commission on Human Rights:

https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/

American Convention on Human Rights - Pact of San José of 1969
https://www.o0as.org/en/iachr/mandate/Basics/convention.asp

Regional Instruments for the Protection and Promotion of Human Rights:
https://www.o0as.org/en/IACHR/jsForm/?File=/en/iachr/mandate/sources.asp
Inter-American Court of Human Rights
https://www.corteidh.or.cr/index.cfm?lang=en

Winston Churchill March 1946 speech in US declaring an Iron Curtain has descended over
Europe:
https://www.c-span.org/video/?509394-1/winston-churchills-iron-curtain-speech
https://www.c-span.org/video/?191439-101/winston-churchill-iron-curtain-speech
Senate Select Committee to Study Governmental Operations with Respect to Intelligence
Activities: The Church Committee
https://www.senate.gov/about/powers-procedures/investigations/church-
committee.htm#0rigins

National Security Archives at George Washington University
https://nsarchive.gwu.edu
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https://www.senate.gov/about/powers-procedures/investigations/church-committee.htm#Origins
https://www.senate.gov/about/powers-procedures/investigations/church-committee.htm#Origins
https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/

